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[May, 1842. 



STATED MEETING, May 10th, 1842. 



Vice Pesident Morton in the Chair. 



DONATIONS TO MUSEUM. 



A fine collection of Quadrupeds and Birds, prepared and 
mounted, principally from South Africa, presented by the 
following members, viz. J. Price Wetherill, G. W. Car- 
penter, W. S. Vaux, Wm. Hembel, S. G. Morton, Samuel 
Ashmead, and J. S. Phillips, comprising 



Cynocephalus hamadryas, (dog- 
faced baboon) male. 

Orycteropus capensis (cape ant- 
eater) male and female. 

Secretarius reptilivorus. 

Pterocles variegatus (male and 
female.) 

Perdix sephsena. 

Perdix lechoho (male and fe- 
male.) 

Colius striatus. 

Francolinus nudicollis. 

Francolinus clamosus. 

Cratopus bicolor. 

Also, the following, in skin — 

Colius leucomotus. 
Colius indicus. 



Cacatua funerea. 
Cacatua chrysolopbus. 

Corythaix . 

Corythaix variegata. 

Otis afra. 

Struthio camelus (young.) 

Rbinopomastus Smithii. 

Hemipodius hottentotus (male and 

female.) 
Macromyx capensis. 
Upupa promerops. 
Certhia famosa. 
Coturnix Cambayensis. 



Microps minutus. 
Corythaix 



Also presented by the same members, shells of the following 
species of Testudo and Emys. 



Testudo radiata, (Shaw) 2 spe- 
cimens. 



Testudo pardalis, (Bell). 
Emys . 
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Mr. J. W. Rulon presented specimens, in skin, of 

Corvus albicollis, "J 
Circstiu ecaudatus, ! Froffl Africa> 
Aquila rapax, 
Ibis Hagedasch, J 
Gypaetus Carbatus, 
And a head of Buceros. 

Mr. Gliddon presented the Collection of Geological and other 
specimens from Egypt, referred to in his late letter, consist- 
ing of: 

16 Specimens of Fossil Wood, partly in the agatised state, from the 

" Petrified Forest" in the Eastern Desert, near Cairo. 

1 Specimen Calcareous incrustation, > „ , ,-, , . 
, r . u • , ' i 2nd Cataract. 

1 do ferruginous do £ 

2 Jasper Boulders. Western Desert. 

Sienite, being the fragment of a monument at Medinet Habou, 
Thebes. 

Sandstone, fragment of a Monolith. 1st Cataract. 

Desert Sand ; Abu Simboul, Nubia. 

27 Specimens of Fossil Shells and Bones, from Wady el Tigh, in 
the Eastern range, near Cairo. 

20 Specimens of Minerals, including Jaspers, Agates, Selenite, 
Quartz Crystals, &c, &c. 

White Limestone, being part of the lining of the shattered sanctu- 
ary of the Brick Pyramid, of Dashoor. 

DONATIONS TO LIBRARY. 

Proceedings of the American Philosophical Society. Vol. 
2nd, No. 21, 1842. From the Society. 

Transactions of the Linnean Society. Vol. 18, Part 4th, 
1841 ; with portions of the Proceedings of the same ; being 
the contents of the parcel referred to at last meeting. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS. 

A letter was read from Dr. Fred. Tamnau, dated Berlin, 
Prussia, Dec. 20th, 1841, proposing an exchange of mineral 
productions from Germany, Norway, Sweden, &c. for those 
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of this country ; and also appending a catalogue of the min- 
erals at present in his possession. 



VERBAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

Dr. Goddard stated, that he believed the genus of Infusoria, 
referred to by Dr. Chaloner at the last meeting, to be Closter- 
ium, and that it possessed much resemblance to vegetable 
matter ; the most positive proof of which was, that upon the 
application of Iodine to the interior of the supposed animals, 
a blue colour was produced. 

The evolution of oxygen gas was an additional proof of 
their vegetable origin. 

In reference to the donation of Fossil Woods made this 
evening, Dr. Goddard also adverted to the belief usually enter- 
tained of the Exogenous specimens being confined exclusively 
to the Coniferse, and observed that most of those on the table 
evidently possessed this character; others however belonged 
to the Endogenss. 

Mr. Gliddon entered into some particulars respecting the 
localities from which a large proportion of the donations made 
by him this evening, was derived. 

Mr. Gliddon also, in reply to a request from Prof. Rogers 
for information respecting Boulder formations in Egypt, 
observed, that these Boulders were found about 200 miles 
above Cairo, scattered in great numbers over the Desert, 
lying upon limestone ; and appeared to consist principally of 
sandstone, the surface being much darker than the interior 
of the stone. Mr. Gliddon having suggested to the Society, 
the advantages which it might derive for obtaining more defi- 
nite information on this and other geological subjects, from 
communicating with the Egyptian Society at Cairo, it was, 
on motion, 

Resolved, — That a Committee of three be appointed to 
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draft a series of queries to be addressed to the Egyptian Soci- 
ety at Cairo, with reference to the geology of Egypt. 

The Committee consists of Prof. Rogers, Dr. Morton, and 
Mr. Taylor. 

The Society also passed a vote of thanks to Mr. Gliddon 
for his Donation, and the valuable and interesting information 
afforded by him this evening. 



STATED MEETING, May 17, 1842. 

Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

DONATIONS TO MUSEUM. 

Two specimens (mounted,) of Paradisea regia (King Paradise 
bird). Presented by Mrs. Wm. Furness, through Dr. Zant- 
zinger. 

A small Collection of Plants from New Holland. Presented 
by Capt. Perrit, through Dr. Carson. 

An additional donation of Minerals from Egypt, by Mr. Glid- 
don : chiefly Jaspers, Alabaster fragments, Calcareous spe- 
cimens, &c. 

DONATIONS TO LIBRARY. 

Annual Report of the State Geologist of Maryland, 1841. By 
J. C. Ducatel, M. D. From the Author. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS. 

A letter was read from Prof. Locke, of Cincinatti, dated 



